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Bigelow. May 10, he assists in the organization of the
church in Omro; he finds Oberlin perfectionism there.
Again he is in Rosendale, with Mr. Birdeman. At Oshkosh,
at an earlier date, which I cannot now recall, he had taken
part in the organization of a church; Mr. Freeman was
the minister.

And so, all over this region, from Green Bay to Baraboo,
from Wausau to Columbus and Manitowoe, our missionary
passed and re-passed during the years 1849-56. There was
not a village or a rustic community unvisited by him, and
where he did not seek to establish Christian institutions.
These explorations were made on horse-back, over ill-de-
fined pathways and unbridged roads. Sometimes he was
lost—once in a cedar swamp, in which horse and man were
obliged to spend the night. Another time, his horse was
mired, and he walked several miles before getting help to pry
the animal out. Often the missionary was in peril from
the elements, and from vicious men. But all over this re-
gion he continued, with unwearied devotion, to read, pray,
and exhort in families, and to preach in private houses or
in school houses or upper halls. Often we find him pre-
scribing at ‘the sick-bed, when the physician was far away,
or when the expense of one could not well be borne.

In 1852 he removed from Green Bay to Waupaca, where
he had purchased a tract of land to make a home for his
family; henceforth his head-quarters are there. He organ-
izes a church at Waupaca and one at Pine River, also looks
after Weyauwega.

From 1850 to 1853, there was a remarkable pouring in of
people from the East. Foreign immigration had by that
time hardly attracted notice. New England and New York
institutions were rapidly developing in Wisconsin. Farms
would open as if by magic; villages of five hundred or one
thousand inhabitants would spring up in a few months or
a year. It was a busy task to attend to them all, and see
that ministers were supplied and sustained. Marsh, as the
earliest on the ground, and fully alive to the importance of
the northeastern part of the State, was incessant in travel,



